 COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF LUVERNE

November 26, 2018

The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on November 26, 2018 at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:

Mayor Ed Beasley
Kip Smith, Councilman 

Kathy Smyth, Councilwoman
Elliott Jones, Councilman 

Eddie Billings, Councilman
Morris Tate, Engineer


Margie Gomillion, Clerk

W.A. Neal, Building Inspector

Michelle Royals, Engineer

Matt Hutcheson, Editor

Absent:


Charlie Johnson, Councilman
 
Mike Jones, Attorney 


Visitors:

Robyn Snellgrove

Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Councilman Kip Smith to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Morris Tate to say a prayer. 
The mayor called for the approval of the minutes of October 22, 2018. Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilman Smith seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

Mayor Beasley stated the city’s annual employee meeting and dinner will be Monday, December 10th at 6:00 p.m. at Preston’s.

The mayor stated everyone has a copy of Mr. Tate’s report. Mr. Tate reported routine work was performed. Mr. Tate reported the water department removed hyacinths from the pond today utilizing the new piece of equipment. The mayor stated he was really impressed with the progress they made today.
Mayor Beasley called on the city clerk for the administrative report. Routine work was performed. The clerk stated the Chamber of Commerce Christmas tree lighting will be Thursday, November 29, 2018 at 6 p.m., in the Pepsi pavilion. The Chamber of Commerce Christmas parade will be this Saturday, December 1st at 11 a.m. Councilman Jones stated the forecast for Saturday, as of now, is calling for thunderstorms. The mayor asked the clerk to contact the chamber to let them know what the weather forecast is to see what they want to do about the Christmas parade.
The mayor stated he went to the airport one day last week and they are turning out some pretty paint work. Mr. Tate stated there is a good bit of activity the airport.
Mayor Beasley stated he would like to commend Mr. Neal on his annual report for the Fire Department. The mayor stated he appreciated his dedication and hard work. Councilman Smith reported the fire department acquired a truck from the state. The truck should be in service in the next few days. The fire department’s annual Christmas dinner is next Thursday, December 6th at the Dei Center at 6:30 p.m. The mayor, council and clerk’s office is invited to attend. Councilman Smith stated we were alerted this morning that Gary Defee, a Luverne Voluntary Fireman that worked out of state in West Virginia passed away this morning. 
The mayor called on Robyn Snellgrove to speak on behalf of Mr. Michael Hall for Sister Schubert’s. Mrs. Snellgrove stated Sister Schubert’s is having some electrical problems and they will have documentation on the electrical issue when they meet with the Electric Board. Mayor Beasley asked Mrs. Snellgrove to get Mr. Hall to contact the clerk’s office to set up a meeting. Mrs. Snellgrove reported Sister Schubert’s has an oven down. Instead of laying off the 60-65 workers the company is going to keep paying them and the benefits until the oven can be repaired.  It could take two to eight weeks for the repairs. They will be doing community service such as making blankets for all the residents at the nursing home and putting bicycles together for several organizations. They think they may have found a way to fix another oven to keep that one line partially going. Mr. Hall was tied up with the oven is the reason he could not attend the meeting tonight. They wanted to show their community support and that they take care of their employees.
Mayor Beasley reported there is a good possibility we may receive a grant the chief applied for to replace the computers, dash cams on the marked cars, and lighting for the police department.
The mayor presented the council with Ordinance 18-04 amending the City of Luverne Code of Ordinances to raise the service charge and reconnection fee that was approved by the Electric Board. Councilman Smith made a motion for unanimous consent to consider Ordinance 18-04. The motion was seconded by Councilman Jones and the vote was unanimously approved. Councilman Billings made a motion to adopt Ordinance 18-04. Councilwoman Smyth seconded the motion and all was in favor. The Ordinance is as follows:

ORDINANCE NO.   18-04  

ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CITY OF LUVERNE

UTILITY RATE ORDINANCE NO.  95-3.


BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Luverne, Alabama, that 20-1-6 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Luverne is hereby amended as follows:

(a)  PAYMENT:   Bills for service rendered hereunder will be issued by the first day of each month.  Payment for service rendered is due on or before the 10th of each month and, if not paid by the 10th, will be delinquent and subject to a late payment charge equal to 10 percent of the bill.  Further, if payment is not made on or before the 20th of the month and it becomes necessary for the utility service people to give notice payment has not been made, a service charge of $10.00 will be charged.  If service is discontinued, a fee of $25.00 will be charged for reconnection of services during the utility department’s regular working hours.

This ordinance shall become effective January 1, 2019 after due adoption and publication as required by law.

Approved and adopted this the 26th day of November, 2018.


Mayor Beasley stated Mr. Harold Kilpatrick has moved and the Board of Housing has recommended to appoint John Powell. Councilman Jones made a motion to appoint John Powell to replace Harold Kilpatrick on the Board of Housing Commissioners. Councilman Smith seconded the motion and all was in favor.

The mayor stated Mrs. Julia Flowers resigned from the Library and the board has recommended to appoint Jill King. Councilman Smith made a motion to appoint Jill King to the Library Board. Councilwoman Smyth seconded the motion and all was in favor.

Mayor Beasley stated his appointment for the Planning Commission will expire this month. Councilman Smith made a motion to re-appoint Mayor Beasley to the Planning Commission. Councilman Jones seconded the motion and all was in favor.

The mayor stated Margie Gomillion’s appointment for the Planning Commission will expire this month. Councilman Billings made a motion to re-appoint Margie Gomillion to the Planning Commission. Councilman Jones seconded the motion and all was in favor.

Mayor Beasley stated Gary Sport’s appointment for the Recreation Board will expire in December. Councilman Jones made a motion to re-appoint Gary Sport to the Recreation Board. Councilman Billings seconded the motion and all was in favor.

The mayor called on Councilwoman Smyth to discuss the Bicentennial Community Grant. Councilwoman Smyth stated the Bicentennial Committee applied for a grant for the City of Luverne. We have not received the funding but we have received our letter of award for $2,500. Councilwoman Smyth stated we have planned to do a Stop Litter on Luverne campaign with the money. We could provide some commercial grade trash receptacles in the downtown area and just have a little campaign of a work day to raise awareness to clean up our town. With the funding, $750 of it will go to Eric Dusenbury photography exhibit that will come in the spring. There will also be a 200 Bicentennial exhibit that will be coming to Luverne sometime in the spring as well. The exhibit will be banners and memorabilia from the past 200 years in Alabama. This will be held at the John D. Harrison Cultural Center.

Councilwoman Smyth discussed the Strategic Planning Workshop that was held at the Dei Center a few weeks ago. There were two things established: a vision statement and a mission statement for Luverne. Tracy Delaney with SCADC will probably attend the next meeting to provide more information. 
Councilman Smith stated the election has been over for three weeks and the signs need to be picked up. The mayor stated he ordered for the signs to be picked up this morning.
Councilwoman Smyth reported the 2nd Annual Progressive Christmas shopping event will be next Tuesday, December 4th from 4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. There will be about 20 participating merchants in the city and a couple in Highland Home. Everyone will have open houses, sales, snacks and beverages.
Councilman Billings discussed the chief would like to take a couple of officers and cars to the Luverne and Highland Home game. After further discussion, Councilman Billings made a motion to allow the chief to send two or three officers and cars to the game in Highland Home Friday night. Councilman Jones seconded the motion and all was in favor. 
Attorney Jones had the swearing in at the Board of Education tonight.

Councilman Billings made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Jones seconded the motion.
Meeting was adjourned.

