COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF LUVERNE

June 25, 2018

The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on June 25, 2018 at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:


Mayor Ed Beasley
Charlie Johnson, Councilman

Kip Smith, Councilman 

Kathy Smyth, Councilwoman
Elliott Jones, Councilman 

Eddie Billings, Councilman
Morris Tate, Engineer

Mike Jones, Attorney 5:36

Margie Gomillion, Clerk

W.A. Neal, Building Inspector
 
Visitors:


Hilda Maddox

Diane Oliver

Beth Rogers

Randy Rogers


Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Morris Tate to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Randy Rogers to say a prayer. The mayor thanked the guest for coming.

The mayor called for the approval of the minutes of June 11, 2018. Councilman Jones made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilman Billings seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

Mayor Beasley stated everyone has a copy of Mr. Tate’s report. Routine work was performed. Mr. Tate reported the four bridges inside the city have been inspected. The Annual Quality Water Assurance will be advertised in the paper this Thursday. Mr. Tate discussed the recent power outage due to lighting.

Councilwoman Smyth asked if Monday, July 9th at 5:00 p.m. would be a good date and time for a work session to discuss the 61 on Main building. The council was in agreement to have the work session at that date and time.

Mayor Beasley called on the city clerk for the administrative report. Routine work was performed. 
Councilman Smith stated the Fire Department was budgeted for 88 runs this year and has already had 93 runs in the city alone.
Councilman Johnson reported the weather didn’t cooperate during All-Star Tournament. The new pavilion was under water due to all the rain and could not be used. The city has to do some work on that project. The fields also need some work because the infield is lower than the outfield. The ground crew did an outstanding job during the tournament with all the rain and field conditions. The mayor also discussed putting gutters on the pavilion to help keep people from being hit with foul balls. Mr. Tate suggested putting up a net to help with foul balls. Mayor Beasley asked Mr. Tate while he was checking on the drainage problem to see if he thought the net would be a solution for the foul balls. The city still has three groups in the tournament going to state. The three teams are the 6U boys, girls 8U Dixie Darlings and 10U Dixie Angels. The lake is doing well. The bridge going into the lake will be replaced during the winter months while the lake is closed. There will be no power during this time so no resident will be living at the lake until the bridge is completed and the power has been restored.  
Mr. Neal reported he followed up on the complaints that were reported by the citizens who attended the last council meeting. He stated he had a verbal conversation with Mr. Jerry White this morning about getting the property cleaned.  Also, the property located at 464 E. 1st Street has someone cutting the grass only. Nothing is being done to the pool and they are not cutting the entire lot.  Mr. Jones will send a certified letter to the property owner giving notice to clean up the property.  
Mayor Beasley presented the following resolution for adoption to apply for a CDBG grant.  After discussion, Councilman Smith made a motion to approve the resolution.  Councilman Billings seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously in favor. The resolution is as follows:

RESOLUTION

PY2018 CDBG Application 

WHEREAS, the Alabama Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program has been established to assist local governments in meeting community development and housing needs consistent with the objectives set forth in Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, as amended; and

WHEREAS, the City of Luverne, acting by and through its Council proposes to apply for Community Development Block Grant funds for the purpose of making critical water system improvements within two distinct project areas of the City; and

WHEREAS, under terms and provisions of Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, as amended, the City of Luverne as a recipient of these funds is required to designate and appoint a Financial Officer to perform certain duties in the administration of said grant.

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the City of Luverne, as follows:

THAT, Ed Beasley, Mayor, is hereby authorized to execute and submit an application with appropriate assurances to the State of Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, requesting Program Year 2018 CDBG funds in the amount of $350,000; and

THAT, the City of Luverne hereby commits to provide cash resources to complete the project in the amount of $50,950 for the local share of the project; and

THAT, Ed Beasley or the current Mayor be and is hereby designated and appointed as Financial Officer under the terms and pursuant to the provisions of Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, as amended, and is directed and empowered to make necessary assurances and to perform on behalf of the City of Luverne, those acts and assume such duties as are consistent with said position.

ADOPTED AND APPROVED this 25th day of June, 2018.

The mayor announced only one Request for Qualifications was received for engineering services for the City of Luverne’s PY 2018 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Project. The Council reviewed and rated that Southern Engineering Solutions is deemed qualified to engineer the project. After discussion, Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the resolution.  Councilman Smith seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously in favor. The resolution is as follows:

City of Luverne

Professional Services Resolution 

WHEREAS, the City of Luverne contacted known qualified firms in order to obtain proposals for the provision of engineering services for a PY 2018 Community Development Block Grant Project; and

WHEREAS, based on the City’s rating of all proposals received, using the City’s rating system, Southern Engineering Solutions has been deemed most qualified for the services called for; and 

WHEREAS, Southern Engineering Solutions is not debarred from working on federally funded projects per the SAM.GOV search results attached hereto; and

WHEREAS, it has been determined that it is in the best interest of the City of Luverne to award a contract to Southern Engineering Solutions for CDBG Application, and CDBG-Post Application services contingent upon awarding of the grant.

NOW, THEREFORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED by the Mayor and the Council of the City of Luverne, Alabama as follows:

SECTION 1. That, based on the City’s understanding of recent changes to the procurement policy of ADECA, the acceptance of the proposal of Southern Engineering Solutions for the provision of professional services for PY 2018 CDBG Project, has been determined to be in the best interest of the City of Luverne, and that the proposed fee has been accepted as reasonable based on the complexity of the project, ADECA’s acceptable fee scale and the amount and nature of the local match to be provided by the City.

SECTION 2.
That the City of Luverne hereby elects to select and award Southern Engineering Solutions for the provision of engineering services pending receipt of CDBG funds and ADECA contract approval as required.

SECTION 3. That this action is based on the current interpretation of ADECA procurement policy with is acknowledged by this resolution and ADECA policy and memorandum on file. 

SECTION 4. That Ed Beasley, in his capacity as Mayor, is hereby authorized and directed to execute said contract on behalf of the City of Luverne. 

PASSED, ADOPTED AND APPROVED this 25th day of June, 2018.

Mayor Beasley called on Mrs. Hilda Maddox to speak. Mrs. Maddox stated she was at the meeting representing the Garden Club. The Garden Club would like to decorate the gazebo and bridge at Douglas Park for Christmas but not the tree. The Garden Club would like the city to provide spot lights to put on the gazebo and bridge. After further discussion, Councilman Jones made a motion to give the Garden Club permission to coordinate with the Chamber of Commerce for the decorations of Douglas Park for Christmas. Councilman Smith seconded the motion and all was in favor. Councilwoman Smyth discussed festival lights for downtown that will go up before the 4th that were purchased with money donated by AMEA. They will burn on holidays, Friday & Saturday nights and all throughout the Christmas season. The Rotary Club made a donation for commercial grade Christmas decorations for the downtown area that may have to be phased in.  
Councilman Jones stated he spoke with Mr. Wayne Benton today concerning an email received out of Miami from the CEO of Sew American. Councilman Jones discussed shipping issues and circumstances out of their control. They are asking for a one year extension on the initial lease term. After some discussion, the mayor recommended Attorney Jones and Councilman Jones to get more information and bring back to the council with a recommendation at the next meeting. Mr. Jones stated the city entered the lease with Sew American January 2017. The initial term was a five year term. There is no rent for three years and we are only a year and a half into the term. Mr. Jones stated he needed to clarify if they are asking for an additional year with no rent.
Mr. Jones reported he sent back the lease to Verizon with modifications and changes. Mr. Jones stated he is waiting to hear back from them.


Councilman Smith made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Jones seconded the motion. Meeting was adjourned.

