COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF LUVERNE

June 11, 2018

The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on June 11, 2018 at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:


Mayor Ed Beasley
Charlie Johnson, Councilman

Kip Smith, Councilman 

Kathy Smyth, Councilwoman
Elliott Jones, Councilman 

Morris Tate, Engineer

Mike Jones, Attorney 5:36

Margie Gomillion, Clerk

W.A. Neal, Building Inspector
 

Absent:

Eddie Billings, Councilman
Visitors:


James Morgan

Lisa Murry

Sandra Johnson



Merrill Sport

Linda G. Bell

Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Commissioner Merrill Sport to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Morris Tate to say a prayer. 

The mayor called for the approval of the minutes of May 14, 2018. Councilman Jones made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilman Johnson seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

Mayor Beasley asked Mr. Tate about the AT&T contract. Mr. Tate stated Attorney Jones sent the council a copy of the last response he received from AT&T. Mr. Tate stated AT&T is still wanting to negotiate a better contract with reduced rates. Mayor Beasley stated the council agreed to leave the contract as written at the last meeting. The mayor stated he and Mr. Tate have spoken to Verizon on a couple of occasions and they are definitely coming. Mayor Beasley stated we will refer back to Attorney Jones when he gets here on the AT&T and Verizon contracts along with the 61 on Main project. Mr. Neal stated he met with Neil Hughes the Associate Architect and Taylor Construction at 61 on Main and discussed the project. Taylor Construction’s proposal on the renovation of the 61 on Main building to bring the building up to code is $36,920.00. The mayor asked Attorney Jones if he had any more information on the AT&T contract. Mr. Jones stated he gave the council the last response he received from AT&T and was waiting for the council to instruct him on what to tell them. Mayor Beasley stated the council would like to leave the AT&T contract as written. The mayor asked for an update on the Verizon contract. Mr. Jones reported there are still some modifications they are trying to do so as soon as they can get the contract agreed upon. 

The mayor stated everyone has a copy of Mr. Tate’s report. Routine work was performed. Mr. Tate reported the grapple truck that was discussed at the last meeting was picked up this morning. The city emblems will be put on the truck tomorrow. Mayor Beasley stated he would like to compliment Mr. Tate on his effort of getting with AMEA to find the grapple truck. Mr. Tate stated the work at the armory has been completed with the new roof and roll up door. Mr. Tate reported he received an estimate from Taylor Construction to replace all the windows keeping them the same size and framed in with vinyl for twenty windows will be $33,075.

Mayor Beasley called on the city clerk for the administrative report. Routine work was performed. 
The mayor reported there is a possible Downtown Beautification grant that he gave information to Councilman Jones to look into that could be up to $450,000 at 100%. Mayor Beasley stated he got the information about the grant from former mayor John Harrison. The mayor stated Councilman Jones is gathering information so he can write a grant to see if we can possibly take advantage of it. Councilman Jones stated he knew the next grant process will open up in January. Councilman Jones stated he would report more information about the Downtown Revitalization grant at the next meeting.
Councilman Johnson reported all-star will start Thursday. There will be three groups that will play in Luverne. There have been some changes at the lake. The resident that was living at the lake moved out. Someone else has moved in and we will no longer be responsible for the utilities. The after school program will be coming to the lake for a day. 
Mayor Beasley stated the library is very busy. The tile at the entrance of the library and bathroom is on hold. The guy that was putting the tile down was having a hard time with it so the people we bought the tile from is sending a contractor to see what the problem is.
Councilman Smith reported everything is going good with the fire and rescue. The Fire department got a grant to replace the air bag system that was really getting old. The grant was a Firehouse Sub grant that was funded 100%.
Mr. Neal stated he is starting to get some complaints concerning yards not being cut and over growing. Mr. Neal stated if it was alright with the council as the complaints come in he will respond to them individually. The council agreed and the mayor stated as soon as the complaint is made for Mr. Neal to contact the council person in that district to take a look at it and get their opinion. 
The mayor presented the council with a resolution to participate in the Local Government Health Insurance Program for the city employees’ health insurance. After some discussion, Councilman Smith made a motion to adopt the resolution as written for the health care insurance for the employees of the City of Luverne. Councilman Jones seconded the motion and all was in favor. The resolution is as follows:
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RESOLUTION e

WHEREAS, the local government unit, _City of Luverne , Wishes to
participate in the Local Government Health Insurance Program established by Act 20714-401; and

WHEREAS, we agree to abide by the rules and procedures promulgated by Local Government Health
Insurance Board for the Local Government Health Insurance Program; and

WHEREAS, the information submitted for enroliment into the Local Government Health Insurance
Program has been verified for compieteness and accuracy; and

WHEREAS, an application fee is submitted as part of this Application Package as our equity contribution
to the fund's reserves, but does not entitle the local government unit,
City of Luverne , to any interest in fund reserves that have accumulated

in prior years by participating units;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the local government unit,
City of Luverne , does hereby submit this application package to
participate in the Local Government Health Insurance Program, as administered by the Local
Government Health Insurance Board.

ADOPTED AND APPROVED THIs DATE: _June 11, 2018

)

Authorized Person's Signature(

Ed Beasley
Type or Print Name

Mayor

Type or Print Title




 The mayor stated he would like to congratulate Mr. and Mrs. Mike Jones on the birth of twin granddaughters. 
Councilman Smith stated about three or four weeks ago some employees were reading meters and a couple of the employees did not look professional on the street. A dress code is not in the employee handbook but part of the fringe benefit is the uniforms. Councilman Smith stated we need to look at our employee handbook and make for sure if we are supplying uniforms each employee looks professional. Councilman Jones stated the new handbook that is being written has this addressed in it. Councilman Smith stated he got in touch with Mr. Tate about this and he has noticed some improvement in their appearance. 
Councilwoman Smyth stated we have discussed but not decided on a lease rent for the 61 on Main building. Mr. Jones stated we were waiting on the renovation estimate. Mr. Jones stated now that we know the estimate is the city going to do the work and how is that going to figure into the rent amount. After some discussion, the mayor stated to get figures together and call a work session.

Councilwoman Smyth stated she would like to promote the Farmers Market located at the Luverne United Methodist Church lot that is through the Extension Office every Monday from 3 p.m. – 6 p.m.
Councilwoman Smyth reported she has spoken with DOT about the festival lights for downtown. The lights are in and AMEA provided us with a grant for the lighting. DOT says no permit is needed. It’s going from city post to city post between the two lights and will not be on their property. Brock thinks they will have the lights up in the next week or so. They will be up in time for the 4th. The plan is to run the lights on Friday and Saturday nights until the Christmas season and then they will go throughout the season.
Mayor Beasley discussed donating $1,000 to the Chamber of Commerce to sponsor a Christmas special to be held sometime in December. The program would be a Nashville act brought by Kevin Sport. The fee is $3,500 and Mr. Sport said he could come for $1,700. The Rotary Club will be selling tickets for the event and hopefully will make up the difference in the cost. The mayor stated he has spoken to Commissioner Sport and he thinks the county would donate $1,000 if the city donates. After some discussion, Councilman Smith made a motion to donate $1,000 to the Chamber of Commerce for a Christmas special. Councilwoman Smyth seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.
The mayor called on Mrs. Lisa Murry to speak. Mrs. Murry discussed issues regarding her family property and questioned the possible mini bypass that may come in a few years.

Councilwoman Smyth reported the Subway owner has now hired Troy Hudson and will be at the next meeting with the budget in place. 

Councilman Smith made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Jones seconded the motion. Meeting was adjourned.

