COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF LUVERNE

October 9, 2017

The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on October 9, 2017 at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:


Mayor Pro-tem Charlie Johnson
Kip Smith, Councilman 
Kathy Smyth, Councilwoman 
Elliott Jones, Councilman 
Eddie Billings, Councilman 

Morris Tate, Engineer


Mike Jones, Attorney

Margie Gomillion, Clerk

W.A. Neal, Building Inspector 

Absent:


Mayor Ed Beasley
Visitors:


James Morgan



Diane Oliver




Mayor Pro-tem called the meeting to order with the pledge of allegiance to the flag and a prayer. The Mayor Pro-tem called for the approval of the minutes of September 25, 2017.  Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilman Smith seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.
Mayor Pro-tem asked Mr. Neal for an update on the property he needed guidance on with possibly condemning. Mr. Neal discussed a lot owned by Ms. Shelia Johnson and what it would cost the city to tear down the house and clean it up. Mayor Pro-tem stated he would speak with Ms. Johnson.
Mayor Pro-tem asked Mr. Tate if he had taken care of the pine trees at memorial curve. Mr. Tate stated the electric department handled it.

Mayor Pro-tem asked if anyone had any comments about the new website. Councilwoman Smyth stated there was one Facebook remark about the percentage for the convenience fee. Councilman Jones stated it was the wording for the 3% convenience fee on Govt Portal’s side and Vicki has gotten with Govt Portal to change the wording.

Mayor Pro-tem called on Mr. Tate for his report. Mr. Tate reported routine work was performed in all departments. The street department has gone all over town and painted stop bars where all the stop signs are located.

Mayor Pro-tem called on the city clerk for the administrative report. Routine work was performed. The clerk’s office decorated the outside of city hall for fall. City Hall will participating in the Treats-on-Us October 31st if any of the council would like to join us.

Mayor Pro-tem stated everyone has a copy of the police report and asked if anyone had any questions.

 Mayor Pro-tem reported both parks and the lake are being maintained. The tournaments at the park will start back soon.  Night fishing is going well at the lake.

Mr. Tate reported he is working on the airport security plan that is done every two years.

Mayor Pro-tem stated everyone has a copy of Mr. Neal’s report. Mr. Neal stated there is a letter attached to his report from Mrs. Sandi Walker to address the complaints for the Deepwoods Drive property and the pool in her back yard. 
Mayor Pro-tem stated the new dialysis building is moving along well. Mr. Tate stated toward the end of the month the council will be invited to a dedication for the solar system. Also, Mr. Tate stated he had a meeting last week with Mayor Beasley, Robyn Snellgrove, and Fred Clark. AMEA is going to provide up to $10,000 to move the Industrial Park sign to the other side of the entrance. Councilwoman Smyth stated the funding will also provide for a new brick sign, lighting and landscaping.

Mayor Pro-tem advised Mr. Howard, Principal of Luverne School requested a homecoming parade permit for October 27, 2017 at 1:30 p.m. Councilman Smith made a motion to approve the parade permit. Councilman Billings seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously in favor. 


Councilman Billings stated we have had several storms come through and he would like to commend the street and electric departments for getting limbs and trees cut that were over the power lines. Through the last two storms he didn’t have any power outage and he appreciated it.

Councilman Jones stated the department heads were very involved with the storms and attended every meeting at the EMA office, even on the weekends. We couldn’t ask for a better group.


Mayor Pro-tem thanked the guest for attending the meeting.


Councilman Billings made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Smith seconded the motion. Meeting was adjourned.

