COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF LUVERNE

September 25, 2017

The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on September 25, 2017 at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:


Mayor Ed Beasley

Charlie Johnson, Councilman
Kip Smith, Councilman 
Kathy Smyth, Councilwoman 5:16
Elliott Jones, Councilman 
Eddie Billings, Councilman 

Morris Tate, Engineer


Mike Jones, Attorney

Margie Gomillion, Clerk

W.A. Neal, Building Inspector 
Visitors:


James Morgan

Alvin Dorsey

Diane Oliver

Lessie Dorsey


Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Councilman Kip Smith to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Councilman Charlie Johnson to ask a prayer. 

 The mayor called for the approval of the minutes of September 14, 2017.  Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilman Smith seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.
Mayor Beasley stated SMART’s abatement ran out this past year. The city will be receiving a check for $8,100 this December.

 Mayor Beasley stated everyone has a copy of all the department reports from the supervisors and asked the council if they had any questions that needed to be addressed.

Councilman Billings stated he appreciated the electric department looking into the concern for the lights on the Glenwood Highway. 


The mayor called on Mr. Morris Tate to present the items that needed correcting on the proposed 2017-18 budget. Mr. Tate went over the corrections of the budget in detail with the council. After some discussion, Councilman Smith made a motion to approve the 2017-18 budget as presented. Councilman Billings seconded the motion.  The vote was as follows:
Yea: Charlie Johnson

Abstained: Elliott Jones

         Kip Smith


         Kathy Smyth


         Eddie Billings


The motion carried.


The mayor stated the city is still under contract to lease the city employee’s uniforms for about three more years.

Mayor Beasley stated he spoke with Mr. Wiley Lott and Greg Henderson with Southeast Alabama Gas Board. The money that is given by SEAGD for the Economic Development Enhancement Fund and will be divided between the city’s Industrial Development Board and Crenshaw County Economic & Industrial Development Board next year. The amount will be around $6,000.

The mayor discussed observing Trick-or-Treat on Tuesday, October 31st from 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. After some discussion, Councilman Billings made a motion to observe Trick-or-Treat on Tuesday, October 31st from 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. Councilman Johnson seconded the motion and all was in favor. Councilwoman Smith asked to increase police security during Trick-or-Treat. Councilman Smith recommended getting Pepsi to print a couple of banners advertising Trick-or-Treat.

Mayor Beasley thanked the guest for coming and asked if anyone had any comments or questions. Mr. Alvin Dorsey asked about a noise ordinance concerning citizens cutting grass at 5:00 a.m. Councilwoman Smyth stated she would speak to the chief in reference to this problem.

Mr. Neal discussed needing guidance on proceeding with possibly condemning some property.  The mayor stated they would get together to discuss this in detail and bring back to the council.


Councilman Smith stated St. Johns church has put up gates to all entrances to the church closing off the street. The gates are chained and locked which will hinder the access for the fire department if there is a fire call.

Councilman Smith reported a few pine trees at memorial curve look like they are dying. The mayor stated he and Mr. Tate have discussed this and the crew at the electric department feel they can handle that in-house.


Councilwoman Smyth reminded everyone the city website luverne.org is up. Councilwoman Smyth asked everyone to review the website when they have an chance and if they see any changes that need to be made bring it to our attention.


Councilman Smith made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilwoman Smyth seconded the motion. Meeting was adjourned.

