COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF LUVERNE

August 28, 2017

The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on August 28, 2017 at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:


Mayor Ed Beasley

Charlie Johnson, Councilman
Kip Smith, Councilman 
Kathy Smyth, Councilwoman
Elliott Jones, Councilman 
Eddie Billings, Councilman 5:34

Morris Tate, Engineer


Mike Jones, Attorney

Margie Gomillion, Clerk

W.A. Neal, Building Inspector 

Mike Johnson, Chief 

Scott Fowler, Street Superintendent

Buddy Broadway, Water Superintendent


Brock Flynn, Electric Superintendent


Lee Simmons, Park Director

Visitors:


James Morgan

Peggy Fowler

Robyn Snellgrove

Diane Oliver

Sam Sanders

Isaac Sanders

Daniel Jones

Alvin Dorsey

Lessie Dorsey

Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Mr. James Morgan to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Mr. Morris Tate to ask a prayer. 


The mayor thanked the guest for coming. Mayor Beasley called for the approval of the minutes of August 14, 2017.  Councilman Smith made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilman Jones seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

The mayor stated there is a vacancy on the planning commission. Councilman Jones made a motion to appoint Jeff Stroud to the planning commission. Councilman Smith seconded the motion and all was in favor.
Mr. Tate recognized the following superintendents from each department: Buddy Broadway, Water Superintendent, Scott Fowler, Street Superintendent, and Brock Flynn, Electric Superintendent. Mr. Tate reported routine work was performed in all departments. 
The mayor discussed the Solar Ground Lease Agreement with AMEA that would be at no cost to the city. After some discussion, Councilman Billings made a motion to authorize the mayor to sign the Solar Ground Lease Agreement with AMEA. Councilman Jones seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

Mr. Tate stated packets have been delivered to all the schools in our area for the 2018 AMEA Scholarship.
Mayor Beasley called on the city clerk for the administration report. Routine work was performed. The clerk stated the new website should be up before the deadline of October 1st. 

Mayor Beasley stated everyone has a copy of the chief’s report. The mayor stated three of the police car radars do not work and the chief has recommended getting them repaired. Mayor Beasley stated the chief obtained prices to repair the three radars and the city will not be billed until the new fiscal year. The chief stated the cost to repair all three radar units would be between $500 - $1500 total. After some discussion, Councilman Jones made a motion to repair all three radar units. Councilman Billings seconded the motion and all were in favor.

The mayor reported the refinancing of the bond issue that was with USDA was accomplished this week and the city saved a good bit of money. 

Councilman Johnson called on the park director, Lee Simmons to give a report. Mr. Simmons reported routine maintenance at the park. Mr. Simmons stated they are in the process of getting ready for the first ever fall ball for baseball and softball. There are about 75 kids already signed up and final registration is tomorrow night. The fall ball will start the second week of September. There was a softball tournament at Person’s park this past weekend. Mr. Simmons stated he is looking at starting flag football the end of October/first of November. Mr. Simmons reported night fishing at the county pond is doing very well.

Mayor Beasley stated the library is doing very well with a lot of activity.

The mayor called on Robyn Snellgrove to speak. Mrs. Snellgrove stated she has a project that is a batting, pitching and fielding instruction. Sam & Isaac Sanders are the owners of the business and are looking for a place to locate this business. The Oxford building has been discussed to locate the business. Attorney Jones and Robyn Snellgrove will work together to get the details and will bring back to the council for approval.

Mayor Beasley reported the city secured $11,000 for economic development at the last Southeast Alabama Gas board meeting. The check will be presented to Robyn Snellgrove at 10:30 a.m. tomorrow.  

 The mayor stated everyone has a copy of Mr. Neal’s report.
Mayor Beasley discussed part of the Oxford building that is going to be torn down. Attorney Jones stated he had previously spoken with Timmy Hall about doing the work for what he could get out of the materials.  Donnie and Hank Nix has spoken to Attorney Jones about letting them take the building down and they would pay the city 10 percent of the salvageable metal. After further discussion, Attorney Jones stated he would come to an agreement with the Nix’s for tearing down part of the Oxford building.

Councilwoman Smyth reported she represented the mayor and council Saturday at the Childhood Cancer Awareness Month to read the proclamation and be a part of the balloon release which honored children in our local area.  Door hangers and gold bows are being sold by someone in the area to benefit a couple of the local children.

Councilman Smith stated the Fire Department laid one of its members to rest. Michael Defee was a good fireman and he was dedicated to the city and his work. Mr. Defee joined the Luverne Fire Department in 2009 and he will be greatly missed.

The mayor stated he invited all the supervisors to the meeting tonight. Mayor Beasley discussed a couple of issues within the last six months that went unaddressed when workers were on call. The mayor stated this is not acceptable whether it is a power outage, a water leak, or a dead animal in the road. All calls have to be answered. The council and city clerk’s office will work with the employees anyway we can to provide the necessary tools needed to provide the citizens with the services they are paying for and deserve.

Mayor Beasley stated the council needed to go into executive session for a potential legal matter. Councilman Smith made a motion to go into executive session. Councilman Jones seconded the motion and all was in favor. The council went into executive session at 6:10 p.m. Councilwoman Smyth made a motion to come out of executive session. Councilman Johnson seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approve. The council came out of executive session at 6:42 p.m.


Councilman Billings made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Smith seconded the motion. Meeting was adjourned.

